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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024  |  10:30 AM

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
ELW—Evangelical Lutheran Worship

P—Pastor  C—Congregation  L—Leader

PRELUDE: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”......................................................................Wilbur Held

WELCOME
Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
	 P	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
	 C	Amen.

	 P	God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

	 C	Amen.

	 P	Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection.

	 P	Most merciful God,
	 C	we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.

	 P	In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

	 C	Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: ELW 275, “Angels From the Realms of Glory”..................REGENT SQUARE

GREETING
	 P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.
	 C	And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God”



4

SALUTATION
	 P	The Lord be with you.
	 C	And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
	 P	Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge 

of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may 
live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

      C	Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING...............................................................................................1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used to make 
for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the 
yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with 
children by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their 
home. 26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and
 with the people. 
	 L	The word of the Lord.
	 C	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148: ELW 823, “Praise the Lord, O Heavens”............................................................AUSTRIA
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SECOND READING................................................................................................Colossians 3:12-17
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through
him.
	 L	The word of the Lord.
	 C	Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The congregation will sing the alleluia once together.
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HOLY GOSPEL..................................................................................................................Luke 2:41-52
      P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
	 C	Glory to you, O Lord.

41 Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 As-
suming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for 
him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, 
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must 
be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 
things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
     
     P	 The Gospel of the Lord.
     C	 Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON..........................................................................................................................Pastor Russell

Silence for Reflection

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 269, “Once in Royal David’s City”.................................................IRBY
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NICENE CREED
	 C	We believe in one God, 
				   the Father, the Almighty,
				   maker of heaven and earth, 
				   of all that is, seen and unseen.

		  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
				   the only Son of God, 
				   eternally begotten of the Father, 
				   God from God, 
				   Light from Light, 
				   true God from true God,
		   	 begotten, not made, 
				   of one Being with the Father; 
				   through him all things were made.  
				   For us and for our salvation 
				   he came down from heaven, 
				   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
				   and became truly human. 



8

				   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
				   he suffered death and was buried.  
				   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
				   he ascended into heaven 
				   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
				   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
				   and his kingdom will have no end.

		  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
				   the Lord, the giver of life, 
				   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
				   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
				   who has spoken through the prophets.  
				   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
				   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
				   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
				   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
	 P	Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 

needs . . .
	 P	Lord in your mercy,
	 C	Hear our prayer.

PEACE
	 P	The peace of Christ be with you always.
	 C	And also with you.

People greet each other saying: “Peace be with you.”
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OFFERING	

OFFERTORY PRAYER
	 P	God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them 

our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming 
of your Son, our Prince of Peace.

	 C		Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING      

	 P	God of grace and truth, we lift our hearts to you in thanks and praise. In the sacred temple 
of Jerusalem you gave your people a way to be close to you, and an invitation to be restored 
in relationship with one another and with you. In Jesus you came into that temple and be-
came that very place of encounter between yourself and your people. When his parents did 
not know how to find their son and yours, they discovered his purpose was to be the person 
and place through whom all people would find their destiny in you. In Christ’s death and 
resurrection you show us the cost of our being utterly lost and the glory of finding us and 
bringing us home forever. And so with glad and joyful hearts we join the company of heaven 
in the song of your never-ending glory:

All of the work of Trinity is possible because of the prayers, service and offerings of the 
people of Trinity. If you would like to leave an offering, you may use an envelope 
and leave an offering in one of the black boxes at an entrance. You may also use 
a credit card or give an of fer ing through PayPal at TrinityEnglish.org/give. 
Scanning the QR code will take you to the site. Thank you for your support!

C

C

C
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SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
	 P	Generous God, send down your Holy Spirit upon those who gather in your name. Let your 

Son’s peace rule in our hearts and his word and wisdom dwell in us richly. Sanctify this bread 
and cup that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son; who, In the night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

		  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

		  Great is the mystery of faith.
	 C	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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     P	 Astonishing God, your servant Mary treasured your wondrous deeds in her heart. Be close to 
any who wander in search of a loved one, a purpose in life, or a place to call home. Surround 
your faithful with good teachers and give your church good questions to ask. Open our eyes 
to the joy of your love and the wisdom of your grace in the eyes of a child, until together with 
all your sons and daughters in your eternal kingdom we behold you face to face, one God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	 C	Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
	 C	Our Father, who art in heaven,
	  			  hallowed be thy name,
				   thy kingdom come,
	  			  thy will be done,
	  				   on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread;
		  and forgive us our trespasses,
				   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
		  and lead us not into temptation,
				   but deliver us from evil.
		  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
				   forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 295, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”........DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

Please stand.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
	 P	The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
	 C	Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
     P	We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Wonderful Counselor.

	 C	Amen.

BLESSING
	 P	The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
	 C	Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 288, “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”.......................IN DULCI JUBILO
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DISMISSAL
	 P	Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
	 C	Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Fantasia on In Dulci Jubilo”..............................................................................J.S. Bach

Music, texts, and liturgy are reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net
#A-707484 and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22664.

	 The Great Thanksgiving and Eucharistic Prayer come from Eucharistic Prayers by Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher. 
Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmans Publishing Company. 2016

+ PARTICIPANTS +
Our appreciation and thanks to those serving in God’s house today:
+ Pastor Russell, Preacher
+ Pastor Erdos, Celebrant
+ Pastor Zandstra and Deacon Mary Lasits, Intercessors
+ Robert Hobby, Organist
+ Donna Russell, Reader
+ Bill Borgmann, Ami Jackisch; Communion Assistants
+ Special thanks to today’s Ushers, Altar Guild, Video and Audio Production Crew.

ALTAR FLOWERS IN THE NAVE: The flowers on the altar are to the glory of God. In honor 
of our family members who are no longer with us. May God watch over them, by Bob and Barbara 
Gasser.

IN OUR PRAYERS: Sharon Gerig, Jenny Hobby and Family, Shari, Connie, Becky, Brooks,
Kathy, Bruce, Chris Bickel.
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YOUR PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL
The Rev. Dr. Gary M. Erdos, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Lee A. Zandstra, Associate Pastor

The Rev. Jeremy G. Russell, Visitation Pastor
Mary E. Lasits, Deacon

+  +  + 
Robert A. Hobby, Director of Music

Daniel E. Schwandt, Associate Director of Music
Emily K. Bird, Director of Children’s Music

Rebecca L. Karcher, Director of Communication
Anya E. Boyden, Communications Assistant/Social Media Manager

Brian W. Eastman, Director of Facilities
Amy E. Henderson-Hill, Director of Family Ministries

Meghan M. Dohring, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
Julie E. Shepperd, Accountant

Laura M. Hoffman, Receptionist
Rachel K. McAninch, Administrative Assistant

Karen L. Moore, Accounting Assistant
The Rev. Dr. Frederick E. Hasecke, Senior Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. Kathleen W. Haller, Associate Pastor Emeritus

+  +  +
Karen L. Anderson—Chile

ELCA Missionary Partner Supported by Trinity English


